Medical Association and supplement a few facts I had recently gathered, I said I would be indeed glad to see it. Shortly thereafter, I received the document which showed that at a meeting of physicians from Massachusetts, New York, and Connecticut the following resolves were unanimously adopted on July 5, 1779, after the following preliminary statement:
The end of society is the common welfare and good of the people associated.-The end of this meeting is to form a medical society (and when formed) to unite its members in a cordial affection, to add life, and vigour, to the healing art; to suppress quackarism; and encourage Medical knowledge and virtue. Such a combination of men therefore, as may produce their own common good and happiness and that of their fellow men, must be such an one, as that in the first play may render them compatible one with another, which cannot be without rules and to adopt such rules as are not inconsistent with the right of mankind, or natural justice, must be consistent with the eternal principles of right.-To adopt any rule which is naturally unjust is to adopt that which is absurd-that such are the circumstances of mankind in this distemper'd world, that we cannot live without encountering dangers and suffering many evils-One of the greatest evils therefore mankind suffers is disease, and 2dly the miserable, ignorant, and injudicious application of medicine.
Imagine (for once) a person groaning under the pangs of some disease or the excruciating anguish of some wound-an ignorant pretender is called in for assistance by whose application the patient instantly expires, or a foundation laid that the patient spins out a miserable existance-the inattention paid to the sufferings of mankind needs no description.-To form rules to quadrate with the rights of mankind in general, and this society in particular, will be the design of this meeting-and to adopt such rules as this society (or the nmajor part) agree to-that we when any altercation or dispute, shall arise concerning them (as be sure there must) in a world so unreasonable and polluted, the appeal may be made to their own rules-and by the application of a general indisputed rule, adapted to the particular case, it may appear on which side the obliquity lies, the controversy fairly settled; and all mouths eternally stopp'd. Whereupon we resolved.
1st. That this meeting shall be known and call'd by the name of the Medical Society of Sharon.
2ndly. That we will choose a president, and clerk, for the time being, or longer as this meeting shall agree-and the president (when chosen) shall be impowered to grant licenses to young candidates (after being examined and approved by the society) and to keep the members to order.
3rdly. That we will submit to order, rule, and discipline.
4thly. That where a man becomes a member of this society, he shall be entitled to all the privileges and benefits of the same; and shall submit himself to the rules and discipline of it.
5thly. That we will deal with an offending brother agreeable to the rules adopted by the society; and when a member becomes scandalous, and refuses to be try'd or give satisfaction to this society, he shall be publicly admonish'd or expurg'd the same.
6thly. That we will hold meetings at such time, and place, as the society shall agree upon.
7thly. That we will at this meeting, appoint a committee, whose business it shall be to form a set of resolves (as a medical constitution) to be approved by this meeting and such as a legislative board may deign to own.
8thly. That we will do our utmost endeavors to promote physical knowledge in making known to this society every rare, and uncommon circumstances (that may occur in our practice) relative to diseases, or that may attend to the happiness, and union of the society, and the good of mankind in general.
9thly. That we will assist each other with our advice, and council, as opportunity presents, in a cordial, friendly way, and manner.
1Othly. That life, health, liberty, and property are the greatest blessings mankind enjoy this side of heaven ! -on the contrary; disease, famine, sword, pestilence, and quacks are curses sent from God (or permitted to take place in the world) for the punishment of mankind for their sins.
1Ithly. That we will hold no correspond or connection (as physicians) with illiterate, vain pretenders to physic; but treat them with abhorrence and detestation, they justly merit from the author of nature, and all good men.
12th. That as God made mankind free, and endow'd them with rational powers and faculties, and (as in all ages) mankind have found the benefit, the necessity and real advantage of a regular society-we therefore trust the legislative body will not obstruct, hinder, or discontinue,, any regular, well bred physicians, forming into societies, and adopting rules, laws and regulations, among themselves, so far as those rules do not interfere with the rights of mankind and natural justice, but on the contrary, establish and confirm them, and thereby encourage the growth of physic.
13thly. That we wil use our joint interest to establish a correspond, with the most noted physical societies throughout the thirteen United Sates.
Dated at Sharon, July 5, 1779 A true copy
Test.
Oliver Fuller, Clerk. N.B. Any gentlemen of the faculty, that are disposed to join this medical society will meet with a kind reception, on the last Tuesday of Sept. next, or on any of our future meetings. There is only one fact more, to which I will at this time refer, in connection with the Litchfield County Society. On the last day of February, 1780, its members assembled at Sharon, and Dr. James Potter was the orator of the day, and the subject was "the rise and progress of physic in America." The style of his address was in accordance with the 4th of July orations of that early period and indicates the taste and talents of the writer, and temper of his audience. "The great Parent of mankind-the beneficent Founder of the universe-the infinitely indulgent and all glorious Benefactor of the intellectual economy, out of the overflowing of his exuberant and divine goodness hath been pleased again to bring this society together." In the progress of his address the doctor alludes to the languor and prostration of spirits, and to his not being accustomed to public speaking-"the rules of my rhetoric having been deduced from the conversation of nurses, and the oratory of my life the groans of the sick," were his apology for what he termed his "unoratorical composition." Dr. Henry Bronson' is not quite so kind, as he has: "read the published original and for elaborate bombast think it excels anything I have ever seen in print. At this day a good reputation would have been hopelessly ruined by its delivery or publication." Later, in 1892, Dr. Gurdon W. Russell7 calls it "a wonderful performance, abounding in high sounding bombastic words and lengthy sentences on the dignity of the profession and the great improve- He seemed elated with his anticipated exhibition, and several of his acquaintances, among whom was a county court judge, calling on him in the evening, they united with his host in persuading him to rehearse before them, his grandiloquent speech. After the family and domestics, including an African, had been summoned, with the view numerically to multiply his audience, the doctor with oratorical pomp, mounted the rostrum (which being a large armed chair) and delighted himself and auditory by its rehearsal. 20 The chair, according to Bronson, "so ridiculously distinguished," is still preserved. 2' In 1798 he served with Doctors Thaddeus Betts, Eneas Munson, and Elihu Tudor on a committee to examine and recommend candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine22, and in the following year was appointed, with Doctors Mason F. Cogswell and Eneas Munson, on a committee to transact business before the Assembly', and later in that year with Eneas Munson, Nathaniel Dwight, Jeremiah West, William B. Hall, Jesse Carrington, Simon Wolcott, and Thaddeus Clark he was appointed on a committee to take into consideration and digest some regular system of education to be pursued by the candidates for the practice of physic and surgery and report to the next convention23. In 1800, he served with John R. Watrous as an agent to transact the business before the General Assembly4. Two years later, with Elihu Tudor, Thomas Mosley, and Samuel Woodward, he served on a committee to prepare a bill for the purpose of amelioration of the medical treasury system23, and in the same year he was appointed with Elihu Tudor, Thomas Mosley, Jared Potter, and Thaddeus Betts on a committee which was to be annually appointed for the purpose of recommending to the Convention such characters for the degree of Doctor of Medicine as they shall judge worthy of that honor, either by examination or such other testimonials of qualifications as shall be satisfactory to them: and that a fee for a doctor's diploma shall be $10.00; provided that this resolve have no retrospective view, nor the fee of $10.00 be extracted from any'person on whom such degree shall be conferred unsolicited. 26 The last committee he served on was also in the same year, 1802, when, with Thomas Mosley, Jared Potter, and Thaddeus Betts, he was chosen on the committee of examination of candidates applying for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Aside from being on these committees27, he was Vice-President of the State Society for five years from 1796 on28, and finally, from 1801, served for two years as its President.29 A fellow townsman, Rev. L. Gulston of Sherman, has said of him: "as a physician he was highly esteemed here and in a wide circle around. No intruder could have encroached upon his business. In the political, civil and religious community his agency and influence was great and his memory has been cherished by all who knew him." He was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1788 and' for a long time a Justice of the Peace. It is related of him that he was so fond of fishing that frequently he would go to Long Island Sound, a distance of twenty to thirty miles from his home, as this was his favorite recreation. He was said, by one who knew him, to be of "grave and venerable appearance, being one of the last who wore the small clothes and triangular, or Puritan hat; dressing his tall figure with neatness 
